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Introducing Flt Lt Paul Howes

Dear All,

A New Year, a New OC.  Let me introduce myself, I am Flight Lieutenant 
Paul Howes RAFVR(T) and I have taken command of 2158 (Sevenoaks) 
Squadron from the 1st January 2017.

My ‘career’ in the Air Cadets Organisation started back in 2002 as a 
cadet on 578 (Langley Park) Squadron. I spent a full 7 years here going 
away on camps, adventure training weekends, my gliding scholarship 
where I got my solo wings, as well as the Nijmegen marches and the 
death march multiple times to name but a few. During my time here I 
moved up the ranks to become a Flight Sergeant. 

When I aged out as a cadet I moved in to a unformed staff role 
(Sergeant) and moved squadron to 1903 (Penge) Squadron. As with 
many of us volunteers, work had different plans for me and after almost 
two years here, I moved to Wales for a year, moving squadrons to 1378 
(Mold) Squadron in no.2 Welsh Wing. This time in north Wales allowing 
me to get many of my current qualifications which I use within cadets, 
these include Basic Expedition Leader, single pitch award (climbing), 
British canoe union level 2 coach, GNAS GB archery instructor, 
Mountain Leader (trained awaiting assessment). When I moved back 

to the South East I joined 228 (Bromley) Squadron. In the two years I spent here I worked closely with Flt 
Lt Dowling and his team here at 2158 on many adventure training activities - assisting on your lees trophy 
inspection by running the kayak session/exercise gritty bottom in the Peak District to name a couple. Whilst at 
228 squadron I applied for my commission and when my promotion was confirmed I moved to 593 (Swanley) 
squadron to take my first command where I spent just over two years. Whilst here I was also given the wing 
staff role of Kent Wing’s Duke of Edinburgh Officer. Other roles I have in the wing include being part of Kent 
Wings Adventure Training team, Sport Team (Hockey mainly) and also a Basic Expedition Leader tutor for staff 
wanting to obtain their award. I also from time to time help out with the shooting. 

As you can see I have been new on many squadrons in my time, but never felt more welcome than I have by 
moving here. Coming in to a new squadron and taking command is always a disruptive time. However I have 
a very good staff team here at 2158 to ensure we are able to provide fantastic opportunities to your sons and 
daughters. 

Outside of the Air Cadets I am a Facilities and Estates Manager working in East India Docks. The saying ‘a tidy 
house is the sign of a wasted life’ is very much apt for my flat with outdoor kit everywhere! If I’m not busy with 
the cadets, I can be found outside.

My door is always open should you need any information on upcoming activities/training. I look forward to 
meeting you all soon. 

P C Howes 
Flight Lieutenant RAFVR(T)
Officer Commanding
2158 (Sevenoaks) Squadron



Forthcoming Events
 
Please encourage your child to write their names on the events on the board, further details will be provided 
ahead of each event on Squadron evenings and on the Facebook pages: 

4 Feb Mayor’s Quiz Night, Sevenoaks Community Centre - Sqn event, please sign up 

10-12 Feb Junior Leaders Course P2.2, Barnham Training Area - Corps training course for >17 year olds

12 Feb March from Aldwych Circle in London to St Clement Dane Church (the RAF church) for a 
service of thanksgiving for the ATC - Corps event, 5 places already allocated to cadets

17-19 Feb INCO Course - open to all NCOs

19 Feb Wing Sport Trials, North School, Ashford These trials are for Senior Hockey (female only, yr 
11 + over) and Senior Football (male only, yr 12 + above) together with Junior Netball (female 
only, yrs 8, 9 or 10) and Junior Rugby (male only, yrs 10 + 11 only)

2 Mar 3-Flight Passing Out Parade (see details below)

3-5 Mar Decathlon - Sqn event, please sign up

3-5 Mar Junior Leaders Course P2.3, Swynnerton Training Area - Corps training course for >17 year olds

7 Mar CivComm Meeting - 19:00 to 21:30, at the Squadron

17-19 Mar INCO Course - open to all NCOs

19 Mar Hastings Half Marathon (marshalling not competing)

21 Mar Recruitment Night (see details below)

24-26 Mar Junior Leaders Course P3.1, Training Area TBC - Corps training course for >17 year olds

25 Mar Flying, RAF Benson - Limited space, offered to those who have not flown with the ATC before

1-8 Apr Wing ATC Camp, Windemere, open to all, space are limited

2 Apr  Knole Park 10K Run (marshalling not competing)

7-9 Apr  ANCO Course - open to Sgts and above who have completed INCO

2-21 Apr Junior Leaders Course P3.2, Stanford Training Area - Corps training course for >17 year olds

19-21 May INCO Course - open to all NCOs

9 Jul Capel-Le-Ferne Parade, all to attend please

29 Sep-1 Oct Pentathlon - Open to all

12-19 August Sennelager Camp - Open to all, places are limited

Burns Night

A fabulous night was had by all.  The cadets were an 
absolute credit to the Squadron.  Special thanks to all who 
made a speech during the evening, in particular to  
Sgt Winkett and Sgt Meyrick for their fabulous toasts to the 
lads and lassies.

 



Passing Out Parade of 3-Flight - 2 March

Cadets Passing Out are:  Cdt Armstrong, Cdt Bannister, Cdt Callum, Cdt Herriet, 
Cdt Isted, Cdt Leonard, Cdt Quinton and Cdt Harris.  All parents invited to the 
Passing Out of our current 3-Flight ahead of our new in-take on the 21 March.  
Cadets to arrive at Squadron at normal time.  Parents to be at St Luke’s Church 
(Parish Church of St Luke Sevenoaks, St Luke’s House, 30 Eardley Road, Sevenoaks, 
Kent TN13 1XT) for 19:15.  Cadets will perform a banner parade from Squadron 
to Church. Final pick up will be from the Squadron. Your support would be much 
appreciated.  Refreshments will be available.

Recruitment Night 21st March 2017

New Recruits and their parents to arrive at 19:15.  Refreshments upon arrival along 
with demonstrations from the cadets, presentation from Flt Lt Howes and Banner 
Drill at the end.  Please spread the word to friends and neighbours with children 
aged 13 to 18 years who would like to attend.

 

Congratulations to:

• CI Hibbens - Certificate of Appointment for Civilian Instructor.

•   Sgt Winkett on her Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award.

• Cdt Perry for representing us in the Inter Wing Cross Country.  Boys Under 15 took 4th place and Kent Wing 
came 2nd overall.

• Flt Sgt Relyea has been successfully selected as Kent Wings representative for the International Air Cadets 
Exchange Programme IACE). This is an annual cadet exchange where foreign and UK cadets participate on a 
15 day exchange with foreign cadets. 20 countries participate and this year 60 cadets from the UK will visit to 
Canada in July. During the visit Flt Sgt Relyea’s visit will have an aviation theme within a cultural, adventurous 
and entertaining programme of events.  We wish Flt Sgt Relyea an amazing trip and look forward to him 
talking to the squadron upon his return giving the cadets some highlights from Canada.    

Latest News

For latest news, up-dates and live communications with the Squadron, cadets please join us on Facebook 
‘2158 (Sevenoaks) Squadron’ and Parents please join us on Facebook ‘2158 (Sevenoaks) Parents and Civilian 
Committee’.

Gift Aid

Do you pay Income Tax? If so, have you completed our Gift Aid Declaration?  Our Civilian Committee Chair will 
regularly contact you if, according to our records, you have not completed a Form.  This Form enables us to claim 
taxes back from HMRC and helps to fund our various activities. We do hope you will respond to any requests to 
complete this Form, please email chair.2158@aircadets.org for details.



Can you support the Squadron, or do you know someone who may be interested?

Civilian Instructors:  We are currently seeking to recruit Civilian Instructors to enable the Squadron to continue 
to run the many activities for the benefit of the cadets.  The Squadron is run and administrated by this dedicated 
team of adult volunteers. At present, we have two uniformed staff and several Civilian Instructors making up the 
team.  If you would like to read more about the different adult staff roles on the Squadron, or you are aware of 
someone who may be interested, please visit our website’s Join Us page which has links to the different roles and 
what each one entails. If you would like to help in this area or fancy a chat about opportunities, please contact 
the Officer Commanding oc.2158@aircadets.org.

Civilian Committee Membership:  2158 (Sevenoaks) Squadron has an active Civilian Committee, but are always 
looking for new members to join and assist in developing the squadron further. Current members meet every two 
months, and are responsible for the administration of funds, applying and searching for grants for equipment, 
assisting with fundraising and recruitment events plus other tasks required by the Officer Commanding.  Oh and 
there are some fun social nights! Please do email the Committee Chair chair.2158@aircadets.org.  Next Civilian 
Committee is on 7th March 2017 19:00-21:30.


